There is a common belief that bronchial asthma and pulmonary tuberculosis do not Moreover, it may be pointed out that asthma cases may exert a harmful effect on tuberculosis.
The excessive cough and increased secretion may help the bronchogenic spread in an active case. Also the tendency to re-expansion of the lung and consequent re-opening of cavities observed in asthma cases undergoing artificial pneumothorax treatment by Vaccarezza and Cucchiani (1941) interfere with effective collapse therapy. Summary
Statistics show that the incidence of asthma in the tuberculous group and in the normal group is almost the same. But the incidence of pulmonary tuberculosis among asthmatics is 10 to 20 times higher than among normal individuals. Among 91 cases of bronchial asthma 15 had pulmonary tuberculosis.
Two cases of arrested lung tuberculosis in this series developed bronchial asthma as a sequel.
Bronchial asthma appears to predispose to pulmonary tuberculosis. Further, the fits of cough and increased secretion may help the bronchogenic spread in an active case of tuberculosis; and the condition of asthma interferes with effective collapse therapy.
